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Dry came back to Alabama in October.

For farmers trying to harvest their crops, a bit of “dry” in October
might not be such a bad thing. That is especially true when the
statewide average for precipitation through September is more
than 11" wetter than normal for the year.

Nonetheless, it was drier than normal in October and much drier
in some places. Montgomery and Valley Head each saw less than
half an inch of rain the entire month. Several stations, including
Huntsville, Scottsboro, Guntersville, Troy, Dothan and Gadsden
each got less than one inch.

Or. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist
Most of the “wetter” areas saw less than three inches. Anniston
reported a soggy 2.88" for the month, while Greensboro and Selma got just over 2.7" in October.

While the state is significantly ahead of normal for annual rainfall, Alabama was dry enough in Octo-
ber to bring back large areas of “abnormally dry” to the state’s Drought Monitor.

As might be expected, drier also meant generally warm. The cold front that moved through the state
Oct. 25-26 did bring a first freeze to much of the state, some places earlier than normal and some
right on the nose, but that was not the norm for the month.

The availability of warm air, combined with other factors, is one reason Alabama has a bump in the
number of tornadoes in November and December. This secondary severe weather season reminds
those of us who live in this part of the country to be vigilant and prepared for nasty weather at all
times.

Speaking of nasty weather, do you remember the New Year's Eve/Day blizzard of 1963-64?

Because we are coming up on the 50th anniversary of that storm, which set many snowfall records
across much of the state, my office is collecting material to document that storm. We are looking for
personal accounts, photographs, newspaper and television stories, and official documents.

We will gather these items for the next two months and publish them on our website.

Across the state, snow started falling on Dec. 31, 1963. By the following day Florence had 19.2” of

snow, and Huntsville saw more than 17 inches of snow fall (reportedly the heaviest snowfall since
1899), while Madison, Muscle Shoals and Russellville each reported 15”. Birmingham got 8 inches.



Chatom, in Washington County not too far from Mobile Bay, reported 10” of snow. Mobile
measured 2 inches of snow, while a bit west along the gulf coast Bay St. Louis, Miss., got ten

and a half inches of snow.

Brrrrr.

If you have any remembrances, material, photos or information about the blizzard that you

can share, please send it to: alabamaclimate@nsstc.uah.edu

| look forward to learning more about this record-setting storm.

- John Christy

U.S. Drought Monitor
Alabama
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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October 2013 NWS multi-sensor precipitation estimate

New Local Climate Records!

Precipitation, Daily

Period of
Record

7 October 2013

ASHLAND 3 ENE 73
CHATOM 64
CHILDERSBURGWTRPL 56
CLANTON 120
COFFEEVILLE L&D 30
DEMOPOLIS LOCK & DAM 62
LAY DAM 76
LOGAN MARTIN DAM 32
MELVIN 73
MITCHELL DAM 76
SYLACAUGA 4 NE 63
TALLADEGA 125
THORSBY EXP STATION 56
WEISS DAM 3
8 October 2013
PLANTERSVILLE 2 SSE 73
19 October 2013

WARRIOR LOCK & DAM 55

New
Record
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October 2013
Minimum Low Temperature, Daily
Pég‘éi?rl:js Prs:iaorus Period of New Previous  Previous
Record Record Record Year
) 24 October 2013
1100 1968 OPELIKA....ovvvveeeeeeeeeeere 52 26.4°F 30.9°F 2006
1.31in 1998 6 October 2013
1.02in 2002 BESSEMER 3 WSW.............. 34 30.9°F 33.1°F 1980
122in 2000 37 october 2013
0.42in 2001 A| EXANDER CITY ...cooccorvrnn 41 309°F 33.4°F 1982
123in 1968
140in 1968
117in 2009
1.18in 1968
192in 1954
122in 1965
1.60in 2009
1.10in 2000
0.36in 1982
0.90in 1981
148in 1970

" http://lwf.ncdc.noaa.gov/extremes/records/
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Office of the Alabama Climatologist ¢ http://nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
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