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A month ago I wrote about March
and April being the most dangerous
months of the year when it comes to
deadly tornadoes. I was not trying to be
prophetic.

Today we are struggling to recover
from last week’s horrific tornadic out-
break.

The EF5 tornado that cut a swath
through Northwestern Alabama and the
EF-4 tornado that hit Tuscaloosa and Jef
ferson counties are now the two deadliest
tornadoes in Alabama history.

With search crews still looking for
victims, the death toll for the Hackle-
burg/Phil Campbell tornado stands at

70, while the Tuscaloosa tornado killed
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at least 65 people, with more than 1,000
people injured.

Both eclipse the March 21, 1932,
tornado that killed 49 people and injured
150 between Perry County to Coosa
County.

Preliminary counts from April 27 are
that the state was hit by 35 confirmed
tornadoes. That includes the state’s first
EF-5 tornado in more than a decade.

The media is reporting that the total
death toll from the April 27 storms is
236, although that number may rise. That
makes this Alabama’s second deadliest
storm system in history, trailing only the
268 people killed by tornadoes on March
21, 1932.
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April 2011 NWS percentage of normal precipitation

No doubt, many lives were saved on
April 27 by early warnings given by the
National Weather Service and transferred
to the public by the media.

Almost forgotten, due to the extreme
nature of the April 27 storms, are the
tornadic storms that hit the state only
two weeks earlier. The National Weather
Service reported that 30 tornadoes hit
Alabama on April 11, killing at least
eight people. In all, four rounds of severe
weather including flooding, strong
straightline wind and powerful tornadoes
hit Alabama in April.

Unfortunately, Alabama’s climate

is such that outbreaks like the one on

http://nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/
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Efi?:qtl?ate three of the remaining five were in May
for that time (1884, 1945 and 1956).
gz;'fa?rr] o On another note, the northwestern
healthy half of Alabama has received significant
I:;’:g:nind rainfall since mid-March and has been
The différ. lifted out of drought status. But that
Encﬁ Iasnt:e blessing has not been distributed evenly:
w - -
garden While Russellville had more than 12.5
ir:gLS:UFe 20 -1.5 -10 05 00 05 10 1.5 20 inches of rain in April and several places
- in North Alabama had more than ten
Droaght Candibions (Parcent Ara) inches, Fairhope had less than one inch
Hone [00-04]01-04 [02-04 EECTIIETRN
of rain for the entire month of April. Mo-
comont | 5258 | 47.42 | 3801 [17.01 | 139 | o0

ey bile had barely more than one inch and
oot wek |sess|araz a8 188 | 000 | 000

o other places around Southeast Alabama
o Mormmam 11522 |sats (5783 | 2877 | 182 | 000 _ )

— 1 rr}- X saw below normal rainfall fgr the month.
Catangar vear | 17.47 | 8253 [ 45.26 | 2034 | 182 | 000

122090 Paas)

Sior of
w.ulm'fuq- 64 |96.36 | 66.34 | 2547 | 4.50 | 00D
(BUIRI000 Pk

et e[ o [ o8 o0 [ o = A —
- ¢ i i__ ' John R. Christy, Ph.D. -
"—'”f:*”— R T ' Alabama State Climatologist
iatiien T 4Bt o o) University of Alabama in Huntsville
B 0 Droughi - Severe john.christy@nsstc.uah.edu
U.S. Drought Monitor | YDA P (X} &
AlaEama B ﬂw@ - Bob Clymer
Releasad Thursday, May 5, 2011 Assistant State Climatologist
http://drought.unl.edu/dm e bob.clymer@nsstc.uah.edu

April 2011 Alabama Climate Report ¢ Office of the Alabama Climatologist ¢ http://nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/
The University of Alabama in Huntsville



Anniston

Auburn

Birmingham

Brewton

Calera

Clanton

Courtland

Cullman

Decatur

Dothan

Fairhope

Gadsden

Gainesville

Greensboro

Guntersville

Highland Home

Huntsville

April 2011 Alabama Climate Report
The University of Alabama in Huntsville

Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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April Norm
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62.8°
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69.8°
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68.8°
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61.7°
60.3°

66.5°
61.6°

66.8°
63.9°

64.5°
59.2°

67.6°
62.9°

64.5°
61.3°

April Hi Temp
Record Hi
87° 4/9/11
93° 4/17/55
88° 4/22;27/11
94° 4/30/42
89° 4/9/11
92° 4/21/87
87.6°  4/9/11
95° 4/30/43

85° 4/11;24/11
90° 4/24/60

86.4°
93°+

4/9/11
4/30/43

87.4°  4/9/11
M

84.7°  4/9/11
M

89°
92°

4/9/11
4/29/1899

90°
95°

4/23;27/11
4/30/42

85.3°
91°+

4/20/11
4/23/87

82.4°
91°+

4/9/11
4/30/87

87.6°
92°+

4/9/11
4/28/87

87.4°
95°

4/9/11
4/30/43

85.6°
94°

4/9/11
4/26/86

84.9°
94°

4/22/11
4/23/87

89°
92°

4/9/11
4/16/67

April 2011

April Low Temp  Total Precip.

Record Lo
35° 4/6/11
27° 4/1/87
39° 4/6/11
27° 4/13/40
38° 4/6/11
26° 4/11/73
35.6° 4/6/11
25° 4/7/50
38° 4/6/11
25° 4/11/73
35.6° 4/6/11
26° 4/13/40
34.9°  4/17/11

M
31.3° 4/6/11
M
37° 4/17/11
26° 4/6/1898
42° 4/6/11
31° 4/13/40
35.1° 4/6/11
34° 4/11/73
34.2°  4/17/11
22° 4/4/87
38.3° 4/6/11
29° 4/1/87
37.4° 4/6/11
28°+ 4/3/92
36.7° 4/6/11
25°+ 4/3/92
40.6° 4/1/11
24° 4/4/87
38°  4/6;17/11
25° 4/7/07

Normal Prec.

517"
4.87"

1.52”
4.92"

5.45”
4.67"

3.84”
4.50"

3.64”
5.15”

5.65”
5.43”

10.96”
M

9.76”

7.62”

4.50”

3.75”
4.11”

.94”
4.53"

7.00”
5.21”

3.83”
5.37”

4.52"
5.33”

10.22”
4.81”

1.87”
4.39"

10.11”
4.60”

e Office of the Alabama Climatologist

Wettest April
Driest April
17.30” 1979

A7 1986
17.66” 1964
50" 1915
13.75" 1979
42" 1986
11.13" 1975
50" 1981
18.32” 1979
107 1925
22.00" 1979
127 1986

13.57”
.58"

10.32”
.54”

13.53”
A1

12.65”
57"

18.41”
.34”

12.37”
59"

10.45”
T7

9.89"
43"

12.55”
42"

1911
1930

1944
1967

1980
1999

1979
1986

1979
1976

1979
1987

1979
1986

1979
1986

1964
1986

Heaviest Day
Record Day

2.26”  4/15/11
6.15"  4/29/63

.60”  4/27/11
5.15” 4/8/64
1.49” 4/4/11
4.61” 4/12/79
1.76”  4/15/11
9.60"  4/14/55

90"  4/15/11
5.33" 4/13/79
2.00”  4/27/11
9.00” 4/8/38
4.4 4/27/11

M
3.73>  4/15/11
M

218" 4/4/11
4.38" 4/6/1892
1.59”  4/4-5/11
4.25” 4/6/37

72 4/4/11
8.31"  4/15/96
2.22”  4/15/11
4.60" 4/13/79
1.09”  4/21/11
7.55"  4/13/79
1.28” 4/4/11
4.46” 4/5/56
3.18”  4/15/11
5.01"  4/29/63
1.55” 4/4/11
7.57"  4/27/64
3.50”  4/27/11
3.85” 4/5/83

http://nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/



Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

April 2011
April Mean  April Hi Temp April Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wettest April Heaviest Day
April Norm Record Hi Record Lo Normal Prec.  Driest April Record Day
Mobile 705 86° 4232711 41° 46111 1.02°  1543" 1980 57"  4/4/11
OBUE  gg4°  94°  ap1/87 320 4/5/87  5.06" 08" 1999 13.36" 4/13/55
Mont 67.9°  89°  4/9/11 38° 46111 346"  11.50° 1983  1.66"  4/4/11
Ontgomery — g43°  gqo+  4/5/88 28° 411/87 438" 52" 1986 4.54"  4/8/64
Muscle Shoals 6367 869 40911 356° 417/11 1018 1281 1983 352"  4/27/11
Uscie Shoals — ghge 920 43087 27°  4/111/89 443" 36" 1986 534"  4/5/83
Russellville 6347 873 4911 3220 4N7A1 1258 1400° 1991 543  4/27/11
USSCUVILC 5500 8o+  4/11/01 22° 41173 4.97 57" 1986 3.85"  4/6/83
Scottsbor 62.4°  86.9° 4/9/11 32.5°  4/6/11  10.50" 957" 2000 326" 4/15/11
COUSDOTO g 70 goo 43043 23°+  4/3/92 452" 122" 1976 3.72"  4/29/63
Sel 66.8°  885° 4/27/11 354°  4/6/11  2.88"  10.02° 1973 151"  4/4/11
Clma — g350  93+c  4/22/87 29°  4/13/40 433" 22" 1986 874"  4/8/38
Tallad 64.6°  87.4° 41011 34° 46111 569" 1827 1979 205"  4/15/11
alladega 5980 gpo  4/18/55 24°+  4/3192  4.80" 35" 1986 572" 4474
Thomasville 673  86.9° 4911 356° 411 271 1202 1979 109"  4/15/11
64.1°  04°  4/22/87 27°  4/13/40  4.64" 49" 1987 547" 4/3/79
T 66.8° 88>  4/27/11 347° 46111  1.24" 841" 1979 97"  4/4/11
TOY  634° 04>  4/30/42 29°  4/13/40  4.25" 73" 1986 452"  4/15/34
Tuscal 66.5°  88°  4/9/11 36° 406111 748" 1441 1979 242"  4/15/11
uscaloosa g3 g0 gg0  4/21/87 29° 411/87 510" 30" 1987 6.44"  4/12/79
Vallev Head 147 8427 49/11 307" 4611 687" 1008 1979 283  4/15/11
y 55.9°  88°+ 4/27/86 19° 4/3/92 473" 110" 1976  4.18"  4/30/63
Statewide  68.30° 90° Dothan  30.7° Valley Head  5.38” 22.0" Clanton  5.43” Russellville
64.53° 95° (3sites)  19° Valley Head ~ 4.75” 0.08" Mobile  13.36" Mobile

M: Data is missing or not available
*New Record
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)

April 2011 Normal
Ave. Total Precip.| # Stations Ave. Total Precip.| # Stations Apl’il
Autauga 247 4 Houston 3.58 3 Precipitation*
Baldwin 1.10 26 Jackson 9.48 6 Abbeville ......... 415
Barbour 1.26 1 Jefferson 6.12 12 AI?X C}ty """"" 441”
) Aliceville ......... 5.24”
Bibb 5.27 2 Lamar | 1159 ! Andalusia ....... 4927
Blount 7.18 8 Lauderdale 8.32 18 Ashland ........... 4617
Bullock NA O Lawrence 7 .05 2 AthenS ............. 4 .45”
Butl L b= Bay Minette ..... 5.25”
utler A v ce i 2 Bessemer ......... 4.86”
Calhoun 4.58 3 Limestone 6.87 16 Billingsley ........ 4927
Chambers 5.33 1 Lowndes NA 0 Centreville ....... 5.00”
Chatom ............ 4.90”
Cherok: ) M 2.07 )
eroxee | 618 : acon : Claiborne L&D 420"
Chilton 529 2 Madison 7.90 64 Clayton .......... 4.24”
Choctaw 4.13 1 Marengo NA 0 Dauphin Isl. ..... 447
Clarke 2'92 2 Marlon 9 42 1 Elba ................. 4 .65”
Eufaula WR...... 3.66”
Clay NA 0 Marshall [ 11 Evergreen ........ 4577
Cleburne NA 0 Mobile 1.39 19 Fayette ............. 5.39”7
Coffee 094 2 Monroe NA O GeneVa 2 .......... 4.29”
Colbert a4 . Monteomer 551 4 Greenville ........ 4.70”
- gomery ' Haleyville ........ 5357
Conecuh NA 0 Morgan 8.77 8 Hamilton 3S .... 5.55”
Coosa 3.35 2 Perry NA 0 Heflin ............... 5.12”
Covington NA 0 Pickens 6.99 | Hurtsboro ........ 4.17
) Jasper ............... 557
Crenshaw NA 0 Pike NA 0 Lafayette ......... 5.10”
Cullman 745 7 Randolph 4.10 3 Livingston ....... 5.147
Dale 2‘00 1 Russell 2‘37 3 MelVin ............. 5 .44”
Dall St. Clai Milstead ........... 4.59”
allas)| 424 ! t. Clair 6.09 3 Moulton ........... 4.84”
DeKalb 6.37 3 Shelby 5.28 18 Oneonta .......... 5.04”
Elmore 259 9 Sumter NA 0 PeITyViue ......... 5.03”
. Pine Apple ....... 4.38”
E Tall [
scambia 2.04 2 alladega 708 6 Plantersville ..... 5.08”
Etowah 4.85 1 Tallapoosa 3.74 5 Rock Mills ....... 4.66
Fayette 11.11 3 Tuscaloosa 6.36 4 Rockford ......... 5.107
Fl‘anklin 429 1 Walker NA 0 Syllacauga. ........ 4 68”
. Union Springs .. 4.49”
Geneva NA 0 Washington 3.15 1 Uniontown ... 4597
Greene NA 0 Wilcox 237 2 Vernon ............. 5.14”
Hale NA 0 Winston 308 P Warrior L&D ... 5.18”
Wetumpka ....... 4.66”
Henry 0.54 2

*Southeast Regional Climate Center
www.serrc.com
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New Local Climate Records!

Maximum High Temperature, Daily

Period of
Record

2 April 2011

MOBILE REGIONAL AP........... 63
8 April 2011

MUSCLE SHOALS AP............. 70
MONTGOMERY AP................. 63
9 April 2011

MUSCLE SHOALS AP............. 70
PINSON .....cooovviiiiiiicicce, 30
HUNTSVILLE INTLAP............. 52
BIRMINGHAMAP.........c..c.c..... 81
MONTGOMERY AP................. 63
GADSDEN......cccoeiiiieieienns 55
TROY MUNICIPALAP ............. 31
HAMILTON 3 S.....ooovereienee 48
10 April 2011
GENEVA#2.......cooviivee 34
BELLE MINA2N.....covevereee 61
GAINESVILLE LOCK............... 50
ALEXANDER CITY ....covevenee. 41
CENTREVILLE 6 SW............... 36
SCOTTSBORO.....cccevrrirrnnae 115
SYLACAUGA4NE................. 50
GUNTERSVILLE ......ccovevne 53
11 April 2011

EUFAULA WILDLIFE REF ....... 41
TUSCALOOSA MUNIAP ......... 49

BIRMINGHAMAP.........cccoevee. 81
12 April 2011
EUFAULA WILDLIFE REF ....... 41
21 April 2011
FAIRHOPE 2 NE.........ccccoovne. 89
24 April 2011
GENEVA#2....cociiiii 34
25 April 2011
BANKHEAD L&D ........cocvvenenee 51

April 2011 Alabama Climate Report *

April 2011
New Previous  Previous
Record Record Tear
84.92° 82.94° 2007
87.0° 86.0° 1978
87.0° 86.0° 1978
91.0° 88.0° 1995
91.0° 88.0° 1995
89.0° 88.0° 1999
89.0° 87.0° 1965
89.0° 85.0° 1999
88.0° 87.0° 1978
86.0° 84.0° 1999
92.0° 89.0° 1965
91.0° 89.0° 1978
91.0° 87.0° 1999
89.0° 86.0° 1999
89.0° 86.0° 1978
88.0° 87.0° 1978
88.0° 86.0° 1999
87.0° 86.0° 1995
86.0° 84.0° 1999
90.0° 88.0° 1999
87.0° 86.0° 2008
86.0° 85.0° 2001
90.0° 86.0° 1999
88.0° 88.0° 2006
90.0° 89.0° 2009
90.0° 89.0° 1965

Office of the Alabama Climatologist
The University of Alabama in Huntsville

http://nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/



Precipitation, Daily

Period of
Record

4 April 2011
FAYETTE....coiiiiiii 19
HUNTSVILLE INTLAP............. 52
TROY MUNIAP ..o, 42
5 April 2011

BELLE MINA2 N ...ccooviiin 61
BERRY 3NW ..o 71
CARBON HILL4SE .................. 73
HAMILTON 3 S 49
RUSSELLVILLE #2........ccvnuee. 57
VERNON.......covvirciniic, 73
12 April 2011

ALICEVILLE L&D......ccoeveunen. 30
15 April 2011

ATHENS ... 69
FAYETTE......cooiiii 19
GADSDEN......coiiiiriciiiias 58
HUNTSVILLE INTLAP.............. 52
MUSCLE SHOALSAP.............. 70
TUSCALOOSAACFD............... 62
TUSCALOOSAMUNIAP........... 62
16 April 2011
ADDISON.....coooiiiiiriireiiee 73
BANKHEAD L&D ......cccccvvurunn. 54
BELLE MINA2 N ..o 61
BILLINGSLEY 3NE......cccovuune. 72
CARBON HILL......covoviiiiinns 73
CENTREVILLE 6 SW................ 36
CLAIBORNE L&D .......ccccovrvnnn 58
CHILDERSBURG WTP............. 54
HAMILTON 3 S 49
HOLT L&D ..o 30
JACKSON ....oocoviiiiiiic, 49
JACKSONVILLE ..., 62

Previous
Record

New
Record

2.681in
2.251in
1.16 in

2.021in
1.65in
0.58 in

1.84in
0.65in
2.03in
1.37in
1.9in
2.0in

217 in
2.2in
2.41n
2.71in
2.0in

2.53in

0.78in  0.761in
0.95in
2.0in
1.321in

0.67 in
1.391n
1.35in

0.99in

2.05in
2.42in
1.95in
1.811n
3.07in
2.25in
2.42in

1.021in
1.08in
1.71in
2.4in
24in
0.351in
1.331in
1.46 in
1.191in
0.99in
1.52in
0.34in

2.16in
1.2in
2.0in
2.45in
3.91in
0.99in
2.44in
3.231in
2.19in
1.56 in
1.91in
1.54 in

Previous
Year

1957
1989
2001

1977
2008
1977
2008
1977
1977

2005

1958
1991
1968
1999
1994
1956
1994

1994
1994
1954
1954
1954
1982
1954
1994
1972
1994
1994
1982

Highest One-Day Precip., Month

Period of
Record
28 April 2011
MOULTON 2....ooooviieiieieienne 54

April 2011 Alabama Climate Report *

New Previous
Record Record
4.75in

Previous
Date

3.4in 83/04/05

MITCHELL DAM.......ccoviiine
MOULTON 2.
PINEAPPLE.........cociiiiis
PLANTERSVILLE 2 SSE ..........
SAND MT SUBSTN .....ccvvvnee
T'LOOSA OLIVER DAM............
UNIONTOWN ..o
VALLEY HEAD .......cccovevinn,
VERNON.......cccovviiiiniii,
WALLACE 2E ...,

17 April 2011

BANKHEAD L&D .......cccccuvvnunee.
HURTSBORO........cccvveirinnns

21 April 2011

ALICEVILLE L&D......ccoeeunnn.

GUNTERSVILLE ........cccoovnee.
RUSSELLVILLE #2...........co.....
WALNUT GROVE.....................

27 April 2011

BERRY 3NW ..o
HUNTSVILLE INTLAP..............
MOULTON 2.
MUSCLE SHOALS AP..............
TUSCALOOSAMUNIAP ..........

28 April 2011

BRIDGEPORT 5 NW ...............
MOULTON 2.
PALMERDALE..........cccccovvninnnn
ROCKMILLS.......ccoviviiiin

Office of the Alabama Climatologist *

The University of Alabama in Huntsville

50 1.18in  0.91in 1994
94 25in  2.18in 1994
74 229in  0.93in 1956
54 146in  0.94in 1972
43 20in  12in 1994
71 3.25in  24in 1954
62 219in 131in 1994
M1 255in  181in 1912
17 362in  3.1in 1921
18  293in 268in 1956
73 466in 1.74in 1970
69 126in  1.15in 1985
54 12in 0.66in 1970
32 0.01in  0.0in 2010
30 3.01in  02.68in 1995
73 203in  1.65in 1995
106 28in  1.93in 1920
57 25in  2.25in 1966
69 1.48in  1.25in 1993
71 0.95in  0.46in 2005
52 3.5in  1.43in 1964
54 1.84in  15in 1964
70 292in  129in 1994
62 1.48in  147in 1991
114 40in  1.71in 1963
54 475in  253in 1963
62 1.73in  1.69in 1991
72 213in 1.72in 1966

http://nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/
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Preliminary estimates of tornado
tracks from April 27, 2011*

EF-3 Tornado [l EF-0 Tornado
- B EF-4 Tornado [l EF-1 Tornado
1 Il EF-5 Tornado [l EF-2 Tornado
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